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Pon this follewing Letter of T.C, there 
' will need no other obſervation than 
what Archbiſhop Bancroft long fmce $ury. of 
"= made, in theſe words | pretend. 
But it moſt of all pleaſeth me to ſee, how "4 pay 
Maſter Cortwright draweth homeward. For as p. 447. 
the Anabaptiſts by rheir madneſs kept Maſter 
Calvin within ſome good compaſs , an 
Maſter-Beza hath been compelled in ſome 
to retire himſelf from his former eagerneſs: fo 
afſuredly the phcenetical giddineſs of theſe our 
hew unbrideled Schiſmaticks, who for preten- 
: ded purity are 'many degrees beyond all the 
Sagan Diſciplinarians,hath wrought a mira- 
cle (to my — upon M, Cartio 
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o For hear him,how for fearoffi ' INTO ALLE 
_ natiſm;he was faintoj faint ne(that had 
. If of he Church 


Th.Cartw. 
to Harri- 


| font 


' But ſuch a arethe aſſembliesin: 
| Hereunto maybe added (faith he; furcher)the judg- 


141 


Toa bs Reader. 5H 


been his Scholar)'ir in i the'beh 
of England, ſo ME before by himſelf im- 
pugned. The ordinary aſſemblies (faith he) of thoſe 
which profeſs the Goſpelig England, axe the Churches 
of Criſt: which he vechf in this}ſort ; Thoſe 
Aſſemblies which have Chrift for there head; and 
the ſame alſo for their foundation,ure. Gods Gbwrches: 
Such; are the aſſemblies of. England, 7h eo! 
A; gain, They that have performed unto them the fpe- 


cial Covenant which the Lo rd bath. mide with bis 
Churches of pouring his firm upon; them,ond putting 


bus word i into their mouths,or ogg once of God : 
neland, Therefore,Lgc. 


ment of all the Churches of Chriſtin in Eurape, all 
which 3 give the right hand of. Sie in the bouſe of 
God urto the aſſemblies. which are. in. England, 
Again, to. prove that the Church SL) England is is 
the Church of God, noryichſtandiog it bing 


the pretended Diſcipline; , he uſcth: this diſtin- 
Ton; ; That, as 1t 25 in Mans body, ſo 14.it in. this 


matter; | 


* co) EARS 


| ."Torhe Reader. 
| matter 3) itBiereare crtainipa i7ts: entieh.and ſuch 
+ - - abwithouitthe which a mux-oaniins ſtand; tend fone 
- ferwing eitbe1.to bis comtlyrit{s\vr'to' bis! contiuance. 
. Androf! this latter ſortthe!mgkerfy the Diſci- 
OO _ Epline-3cAndilaſtlygohe wenecdle'this'57ofay 
[that the Chincbu.of Enolanch #7108) the! Churebrof 
. God, , becauſe it: bath rot received this © Diſcipline, 
'-nethinks 34 albone with this,as'if a'man woult ſay, 
* Jt:i8,no Gity,. .hecauſe! it:bath'no!maths3 org that it 
: i4ino Vinyard, betaujſe it hathpmeither. bedge 407 
Lys: :"This:fae/Maſter Cartwright! © 
ir. Tn: which his manner of i:ſpeech-you finda 
very great alteration; fron his -andient file, 
Ang, as conterning the neceſſioy: whereof Tin- 
treat, the\wind you fee is turned, :Fhere is no 
more _necefity.in\ England of the'Geneva'plat- 
-form;than:thax every City in this Realm ſhould 
- be-walted\abor;. - And befides, the:pretended 
Diſcipline. is: become.notto/be*: any longer of 
+the:effence of. the rain As appertalning 
\ 50 the-comelyneſs.of Vit, ww! TT 
And alitth after,” *** Ng N Ts 
> Av om will AN. unto If, [that if Maſter 
Ne  Canwright 
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To the Reader. 
i Cartwright: wawld chat confer wich: ſame. what 
| have G&ill-in fortification;to-how'of hiniwhe- 
ther angld thick wall-of lime and: ſtone, made 
many hundred years fince,or anew {light wall 
-{lubbered over, and wroughtwith untempered 
- mortar ſome few years ago, \ whether (1 ſay!) 
of theſe two: walls are of: berter defenſe for any 
City: : -I ſhould be ingood hope;chac he would 
- in ſhort tide, :leave.ithe! Diſciplinary walls of 
Geneua., -and:content himſelf with the ancient 
fortifications of the Church of England ; .and 
. the rather, becauſe he ſeech whar agiddy and 
itching bm, his novelties have bred; bY the 
unftayed fort-of many fantalticalpeople. 
Nowto what M.Cartwright hathſaid in gene 
ral to ſhew that there is-no futh neceſſity-of Sepera- 
tion from the Church of England ,' 'as: ſome'of ©þ3s 
 folloners now pretend: may be added the Judgment 
of a-later Writer(conterning thoſe partteulars-whith 
are ſo much ſcrupled by them , "who under pretenſe of 
+ greater purity will needs caſt out all le —_— 


order from the Houſe of God) in a Bok intituled 


Five Diſputations of - Church: Government aud 
TUozhip, Prinzed at London, 1659. 
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Graeanl Peace, Scc. 


5 OR -& much as. Þ "1. you gh 
[choice for'the -firf-con erence, 
- whether” ey would have'ic in 
or by ſpeech of mourhz 
Dh arcoml6d ſome dafes for At- 
NE ſwer of that matter : which 
S& cauſe iewas ov” reforn ed, + e- 
ſeemed that you Bell; You till 
TUESSUES. = candy \ Which" was, to receive 


tot 


ſomething from me by writiog, 


For Anſweedhetefbres- $9167, that Yoit Leite rs 
aſfolted me diverlly : fov Re yint firſf pape bad 


raiſed 


1.Reaſon, 


with 


ONO. 
yo lone hope, of rexiting.yoys GE 


; # 
/ I end F < 
GBUCTOMmAIR & 
TT. © 


raiſed me up \ 


Py 
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NPIS Son EY - Aid ; 
you have thount $9 d+0, 'y 
{t A, * c hat -- - x WW. . ay >; "Dy 3 
ecope page, which layerh-forththe condition 
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again. Howbeit, the mercy of God upholding me 
in ſome good hope of phtofiting you, or receiving 


profit from,you , | though ut this time of 
my welghthe\and: moſt robbſky = tl wherein 
I might give that contentment, which the Lord hath 
enabled mine hand unts) Tt 


ao} bg ADDS VL ic 


ſage ( as it ſeemeth,), is ſtoppgd, in divers reſpeds : 
The ſhort whereof is ; The receiving without lick 
p 1; of 
ward -profefiion: 


repenta DJ ny + cg} r 
6+ ou þ hide Hiraule io oh92s 
that the Laws of the Land do; juſtifie the dumb mi- 
viſtry, there appear unto. you no lawful- aſſemblies 


of the Church of Chriſt; your fear is, leaſt in uviting 


your ſelves with ſuch, you ſhould be x [ d, 
and made fellow members of ſort {LR at 


whereof Ghriſh Teſugig. the Bead O © ER TO 
*" Firlt therefore, j#;itbe ſhewtd, that the ordingry 
eNegiblica of chole t x prafeldthe GoſpeF ig 


be the Churches of, Chriſt, jt ſecmerti that the way woill 
be plyed and planed fog muraal EntxrdourleBy (een 
ns. L c M —— , 3. = 


Tc foe 3 4 
—_—_ TT! » 25 IA 3 01 10S 1447} = 
mart. eas. 
;_ 4 Boje AY wiblies. which bane: Qbrift for their Head, 
WA) Geforce alſo for their \Founeatiine aye Boas! 


- nine yd oo mon guidiamat 


But ſuch are the AſſFinblies of Bugleng;:\.:A 107 
go, They arg G Church) ; vOcovib om Laos 


SIS | : 


ore he » The 
- x 
b 57121 
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The Adumwption is evident ,. ia that, by believiog 
that Chriſ# is our righteouſmeſr, we-are members of his 
body, and thereby. are lively ftanes laid upon him 
as upon a foundation, and grow iato one ſpiritual 
houſe with him. Now that they have like precious 
faith with us, 15 convinced, not 'onely by their own 

profeſſion , but by tho teſtimony of the Spirit of 
God, who by manifold graces poured upon them, 

doth bear them witneſs that they be thembers of the 

body of Chriſt, who-as the Head hath partaked uns 

to them his Holy Spirit, even ta an apparent ſanRifi- 

cation of numbers of them. 


They which have performed unto them the ſbecial Cos 2+Reaſon, 


venant which the Lord hath made with his Chur- 

ches, by pouring his Spirit upon them , and his 

, | word in their mouths, are the Churches of God. 
' Butſuch are the Aſſemblies in England s 
Therefore, they are the Churches of God. 


As touching the Spirit of God , it hath been ſaid 
before : Whereupon it alſo followeth , that he like- 
wiſe put his Word in their mouths , confideciog that 
the Spirit of God is not given but by his Word. 
And ſeeing that the Lord 10 mercy hath ſet up di- 
vers burving Lamps in thoſe Aſſemblies, whereby 
light is conveyed more or leſs into all the parts of 
'the Land; it ſeemeth that the Church of England 
ſhould receive injury if it ſhould not be counted 
among the Golden Candlefticks , which ſerve to keep + 
out darkneſs and night from the Lords Houſe, until 
ra time as the day-ſpring , and Lycifer ariſe in our 

rts, : 


- id 


B It 


£ <4) 
If you ſay, 41! do not believe the Goſpel truly, which 
profeſs; The ſame exception lyeth- againſt all-other 
Churches, how reformed ſoever. --lIf there be fewer -q 
faithfulin our Churches, than ioothers ; The zrath.of 
the Church ſtandeth not in number : for it there 
were in every Church. oze truly undifſemblingly 
faithful. all the reſt holding the faith of our. Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in words onely, yet ſhould all thoſe 
Churches be to us the Churches of God. And if you 
fay, that all thoſe Aſemblies,as it were all the branches - 
and-arms of the Candleſtick , have not light [et upon 
them ( the greater part of them being damped by a 
dumb miniſfiry ) notwithſtanding by the way you 
confeſs,' that thoſe. Aſſemblies upon whom the Lord hath 
ſetup the lamp of a preaching Miaiſtery, are the Chyr- 
ches of God : which ſeemeth to caſt down that hill 
which ſtandeth in the way agaioſt our rejoyning, 
whereby you cannot afford us the name'of Gods 
Churches , becauſe we have not the Diſcipline by him 1 
appointed. Now for that other, whether they have | ® 
ſowe glaunce of knowledge by that dumb Miniſtery 
or not, may afterward in another place be conſide- 
red: For the preſent, I anſwer, That even thoſe 
Congregations ,' for ſo much as they both have by 
 ſomeformer Miniſtery or means which the Lord hath 4 
uſed towards them, received faith; ſtanding thereby 7 
in our Savioxr Chrift , as in the ſhaft of the Candle- 1 | 
ſtick, and being members of the ſame body , they | 
may well receive ſome ſupply of their wants, from 
the light- that ſhineth jo the next branch unto them: ' 
for it every Aſſembly being without a lamp of the 
Miniſtery, ſhould by and by be holden to be bro- | | 
ken from the ſhaft of the Church-Candleſtick, then : 
at every vacation of the Migiſtery , and whenſoever 


= 


FREY 
by death the Lord ſhould put out one of his lights, 


it ſhould follow, that that Aſſembly by ' the fall of 


their Miniſter into the grave, ſhould from the high- 
eſt heaven fa]l into the grave of Hell, But you will 
ſay peradventure , that an Aſembly that hath a dumb 
Miniſter , # in worſe caſe than that which hath none at 
«ll: If that be granted, it followeth not therefore, 
that the Aſſembly which yeſterday, beiog withour 
a dumb Mioiſter, was the Chyrch of, God, ſhould to 
day, having ſuch a aneſet over them, be the 8ynq- 
gogue of Satan, And here, methink, when you go 
about 'to make nothing of the dumb Miniftery , you 
aſcribe more force unto'it than it hath : for youmake 
bim not ſo'much a gxide, - as an Head of the Church, 


as'that_ thoſe which before in all equal judgment 


were to be deemed members of Chriſt, by having 
of them ſhould ſuddenly become members of Anti- 
chriſt. I do not therefore yield unto you in that 
you lay, they are the chief alway in the Synagogue ;.our 
Saviour Chriſt, 1a whom thoſe companies do believe, 
being the chief 3 with whom through faith. they: 
grow to be one body, rather than with Satan by 


: * hearing the dumb Miniſter, to be one with. him. * having. 


Say therefore, that it is a fault in them to hear ſuch 
a Miniſter, thruſt upon them; yet that it-isan 4po- 
| ftacy from God , and: an utter falling away from the 
Goſpel, I ſe'not with what great appearance of truth 
it can be ſpoken. - 2ſoſes, when divers of the people. 
clave unto Coreh, Dathar, and Abiram, forſaking wil- 
lingly the lawful and ordinary Miniftery of the Aaro- 
»ites ,-did not therefore. caſt them forth from the 


Lords hoſt : And ſhould the Churches of Gad, for, 
hearing a dumb Miniſter, which is thruſt upon them, 
forthwith-be reputed for ruoagates from the Lord ? . 


B 2-:: Again, 


-, v3 
| 2.Reaſon,  * The Lord is in Covenant with the prople , to whom he 
'.''- giver the Seals of bis Conenant. | 


| This be doth to our Afemblies in England. 5 
| © Therefore, they are the Lords Confederates, 


| _ 

| : Tf you ſay, that 3he Seals ſet #0 by the dumb Minifte 
are £4 las , '( which afterward Come to be 7 
| ned) yet you thereby confeſs , that thoſe which are 
| miniflered by ſufficient Miniſters , are true and un- 
| counterfeit Sacraments of the Church: whereby it q 
falleth out again , that you ſeem to hold, that rhe 
Ehurches of England are not the true Churches of Chriſt, , 
becanſe they have not his . commanded Diſcipline. 
| Hereto may be added all the Churches in Exrope, 
| all which give the right hand of Society in the 
houſe of God unto the Aﬀlemblies which are in Eng. 
i - (and. Which argument of Churches Authority, al- 
though ir beinot ſo ſtrong as-it will eoforce, yer 
3 onght it to ftay' all ſudden judgment unto-the con- 
trary :-and fo long to cauſe filence, until the Cauſe 
| beipgripely on both ſidesdebated, the contrary of 
| ___ _ ©., © + "'5t which the Churches ſhould do, through the lighe- 
| ſomnefs of the truth thereof break forth. And if. 
| it be meet to proceed ſoftly, and-as it were with a 

| leaden foot, guvto the Excommunication of one 
| onely member of the Church of God; there ought 
verily to have been great confultation taken , or 
ever the Churchesof two whole Iſlands ſhould have 
been caſt out : efpecially, when they be holdeninby 
Voices, -not onely of divers perſons, but of 'allthe 
Churches to whom knowledge of their eſtate hath 
come. And if there: were but one. man worthy to 
be Excommunicate, yet if the greater part of your 

as 54 Aſlembly 


(7) "= 
Aſſembly would not yield conſent thereunto; 1 hold 
it., that the order of the Diſcipline requireth that 
the reſt are to. bear the. perſon. whom they cannot 
remove: And: therefore, though the Af/etnbliesof 
England had deſerved, through want of Diſcipline, 
and of a preaching XMiniftery, to be caſt ont from the 
accompr. of the Chyrches of God; yet being holden 
in by the 7oices of the Churches themſeJves, | ought 
to have been ſo. far born-with,. as the communicating 
yr mg _= make them guilty of a falling away from 
the Lor | IT F{ 


Now I come to thoſe two Reaſons whereby you 
think you may juſtly hold the Aſſemblies in England 
for no Churches of God : And: firſt of all to the 
reafon of the Diſcipline, for the want whereof you 
gave them all without exception the black ſtone of 
condemnatios from: being the Churches of God: 
Where it is to:be underſtood, that as in a Mar there 
are certain parts eſſential , and ſuchas without which 
the man cannot ſtand; and: other fome ſerving to his 
comelyneſs , or to his long continuance: Soit is in 
this matter;z there is the. foundation, CHA1ST, 
whereupon it. is neceſſary that by faith the Aſſeme 
blies be laid , which groweth unto the Lords build: 
ing, without the which it cannot be: his: Church ; 
which thing being , whatſoever is wanting of char 
which is commanded, or remaining of that which _ 
is forbidden, is not able to put that Aſſembly , which 
by. fai:bis laid -upon Chriſt, from the right and title 
of being the Church: of | Chre/t - for Faith can admit 
no ſuch thing , which giveth ap utter overthrow and 
turning-upfide down of the truth. By this title of 
the Faithful, the 4poft/e in his Epiſtles noteth out the 

\1 Chur ches 


| . 
; 
| 
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Churches of God, it being all one with him to'fay, 


To the Baithful ', or To' the Saints ," as To the Chircb 


ob ſuch a place. 'Whatſoever wanteth unto this, or 
is more than enough; that wanteth or aboundeth to: 
the'diſgrace or uncomelyneſs,, or to the hazard of 
continuance,” and not to the preſent overthrow of 
the Church. Hereupon the people of 77ael, which 
negleQed: for the ſpace of forty years the holy Sa- 
crament of - Circumcifiow ,- and the Paſſeover allo as it 
ſeemeth-(one onely time excepted) ceaſed not there- 
fore to be the Churches of God, and to have'the 
Santuary among them. And in this reſpe& the 
Dutch Aftemblies, -whereof the greateſt part in High 
Germany '( which; 'befide the main. of Diſcipline, 
which'is| commos to our: Churches ; are groſlly de-' 
ceived in the matter of the Swpper ) are notwith- 
ſtanding holden in the Roul of the Churches of God.- 
In this reſpe&. alſo , certain Aſſemblies 'of our-Pro- 
feſſion, which having .the.uſe of + the Diſcipline per- 
mitted unto them, are/not ſuffered to have the uſe 
of the. Lords Supper, are not therefore ( when the 
Lords Churches are muſtered, and their names wric- 


| ten and enrouled up) caſt out as x»/7ito be in any 


accompt of the Lords hoſts, Without any part'of 
that Order or Diſcipline which the Lord hath appoin- 
ted.,:iI grant there can be:no Church of Chriſt; - or, 
that without ſome part of it, there can be —_— 
in Jeſus Chriſt: It-is a part of the Diſcipline of 'our 
Saviour. Chriſt, that there ſhould be certaiawhich 
ſhould be choſen out of the reſt to; preach #he'Gofpel, 
by preaching :whereof the: Churches are i gathered 
rogether : Where therefore theres. no. Miniftery 
of the Word, there it is plain, that there;are'oo 
viſible and apparent Churches: + It-is-another: piece: of 
PRETTING | | the 
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the Diſcipline of the Lord; that the reſt of the body 
of- the Church ſhould obey thoſe that are ſet over 
them in the Lord : whereſoever therefore there is no 
obedience of the people tothe Miniſters., that in the 
Lords name preach unto them, there can be no true 
Church of Chriſt. But where theſe two be, although 
other points want , yea although there be ſome de- 
feQt in theſe, that neither the Ainiflers do in all 
points preach as they ought, nor the 4ſemblies in all 
points obey unto the wholeſome doGtrine of their 
Teachers; yet do they ( for the reaſon above-ſaid) 
reteio the right of the Churches of God. This is 
made plain by a fimilitude from the body of a man, 
whereinto we are already centred : For if a man 
ſhould have both his hands and his arms cut off; his 
eyes put out, &*c, yet as long as.the head ſtandeth, 
and other vital parts, he is to be accompted a Man, 
although a maimed man : Even ſoit is in the Aſſem- 
bly; as lobg as it holdeth the bead, how defeftive 
ſoever it is otherwiſe, it hath the due and right of 
the Church of God. And although a man ould 
have fix fingers in one hand, and but three in ano- 
ther, and albeit they ſhould ſtand where the mouth 
doth; yet all this deformity ſhould not hinder him 
from being truely holden to be a Man, although it 
ſhould be a great deformity in him. On the other 
part, if he had no Head at all , or that there were 
no natural conjunion of the parts one with ano- 
ther, but a whole and through diſplacing of every 
part from his proper ſeat; then verily would hebe 
denyed to have either the proportion of a Man, 
or his life. So likewiſe if an Aſſembly ſhould not 
hold the Head , which is Feſ#s Chriſt, or be nothing 
elſs but a confuſed multitude , without part of the 


order 


Of Aſſem- 
_ blies of 
dumb Mi- 
niſters. 


=... | | 
erder which the:Son of God .hath appointed,” the 
ſame is juſtly croſſed: out+ of the accompt.of. Gode 
Church. Was not Jeruſalem » after the returp from 
Babylon, theCity of the great King, until ſuch time 
"yl Nebewiah "came and buijlded. the. Walls of the 
Sity? To fay therefore, it i none of the Church 
'God,,. becauſe it hath not received the Diſcipline, 
methipks'it is 2H one with this,as if .a man ſhould ſay, 
It is, no City becauſe it bath. no Wall , or that it #s no 
Haig Kecage it btbneter dc nr hedge, Ich 
nor, 1. praoty. ſo ſightly a. Ciry., or Vineyard, nor 
et [o ſafe againſt tt c iovalion of their ſeveral eve- 
Ae wich lye in walt for them yetare they truely 


both Cities and Vinegards. 


© "The e remaineth that other point , which is a- 
wainls 99 Alrigbſies, oncly. which have » dywi 
Minter - wherein the part of your concluſion , 
That that Aſſembly where they be , is none of the Church 
of Gia, is before avſwered. Therein reſteth that 
part of your concluſion,” whereby you iofer, That 
the Sacrapents miniitred by them are none of Gods 
Sacraments, and therefore ibat' a ran may not re- 
ceive any. part of them at their hands. Here firſt I 
agree with you, that their Mioiſtery is #»/awf#, and 
to themſelves, without repentance, a certain matter 
of deſtryQion; eſpecially in thoſe to whom know- 
ledge of ant cor come :. to the Churches where 
they be, preſently hurtful, -and in the end withour 


remedy, deadly: But that they are no Miniiters of 


God, ſo far asto receive the goed they offer unto us, 
that ( I ſuppoſe ) I may not-yield unto: The 


ground wheredf'I taker from the former part of m 
Anſwer; That for ſo mmch as they are allowed by the 


Churches 


CRP 25 «0 . _ 
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, | ſaithyani cafe yoke,and as $. John ſaith, notgr 7e00%9 nor Fob. $. 


GD 
Churches of God, they ought, until remedy may be 
| fowndof ſo great diſorder, to. be heard and reteined'ſo 
far as they can give ws anything that ##.of Chriſt : And; 
for this cauſe our Saviour commanded, that the 
Scribes (ſhould be heard, for that:they taught eratly ; 
which honour our Saviour would neyer have given 
unto them, unleſs the Church-calling had moved 
him thereunto : Neither bad: it been lawfal forthe 
people otherwiſe to have heard them; for it- is 1evi- 
dent that their uofitneſs and unlawfulnefs in the Mis 
niſtery ( although another way )- was as great as ic 
is in our reading Miniſters. They were altogether 
deceived in the 2eſſzas ; for neither knew they that 
Jeſus was Chrift ; nor 'yet-that Chriſt\, whom they. 7h.9,22. 
looked for, ſhould bethe Son of God, but held him 21.22.42. 
for a bare and naked man. It appeareth -alſo that 
they taught the Juſtification by the.Law of: Works, 
not onely in the 18, of Lzke, but even in the fame 
very place, where our Saviour Chriſt commanderh 
this audience : for ſpeaking-of the works of the 
AHioral Law, which they would: not touch with ove 
of their fingers, he ſaith, that they laid theme upon: the 
peoflles backs as burtbens which cannot be born : where- 
by our Saviour ( befide their Phariſaical pride and 
Jordlyneſs io teaching) ſigoifieth that they taught 
them to Juſtification; ſecing that if they had ooely 
taught them as teſtimonies and fruits of faith, the 
had not been intolerable, bur, as our, Saviour Chri 


AMat.23. 2. 


AAat. 11. 


heavy. Now the dumb Miniifery is not farther off 
fromthe juſtification of a /amfu! Miniftery , than to 
teath wntracly- in. the. chief' grounds of Religion 3 
neither: is the edifying of, the Church reſpected 
in making Laws for the dhohery ,. leſs mpcrey 


[| 
J 
| 
| 
1 
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| (12) 
by an aepreathing Miniitery, And according to this 
faying of our Saviour: Chriſt we. may fee what the 
praQice of the Prophets had. been beforez who al- 


| though they had oftentimes to do with felſe teachers, 


and.Prieſls. that were dumb dogs and not able to bark,, 
yet (giving the people warning of their corrypti- 
ons and iofufficiencies, threatniog alſo the caſting of 
them from their Miniſtery, inthat good time when 
the Lord ſhall take pity on his Church) they are never 
found to have forbidden the people to have come 
unto their ſacrifices commanded by the Law unto 
them. Yea our Saviour Chriſt,that lived in the corrup- 
teſt times of the Church,and whe things were moſt 


+ confuſed, and feweſt ſteps of any lawful Calling to 


AAat. 8, 


' Fer. 36. 19, 


be feen, yet commanded he the man whom he purged 
from Leprofie, to ſhew himſelf to the Priefls generally, 
without willing him ro make” choice of a Prieſt bet- 
ter ioftruſted or affetet'to the truth than the reſt. 
Fhe high Prieſt, although he entred by Simony and 
reward to the Romany, yet notwihſtanding we ſee 
our Saviour Chriſt bore him reverence for: his office 


fake, and (as before his Judge in Spiritual Cauſes: ) 


gave an accompt of his doQrine.  'We have another 


example of reverence given to ſuch Rulers, event 
them wrongfully. For Je 
uſpended from coming into 


things that were done by 
remy being'for a time 
the Temple, being at liberty would not (leaſt, as ic 


. feemeth, he ſhou!d'make a tumult ) enter the Tem» 
- "ple; and therefore (having written: that which he 


| peice, Is inſufficietit for Martial affairs, yernoman | 


d to ſay) ſent Barach' to read his Sermon 2 the 
Trmple. Moreover, when a Magiſtrate is not able 
ro do ſome part of his office; - as for example; being 
able todo. the duties'which 'are. to be-performed in 


refuſeth 


1 


: - | (213) _ 
refuſeth that which he is able to give, þecauſe he is 
not able to doall that is required : Even ſo, endea- 
youring to our uttermoſt a ſufficient Miriftery, 1. 
would think in the mean ſeaſon, that the goog! 263 
they are able to giveus, may be taken at their hands. 
And if any man ſay , -#hat it is of 'the ſubſtance of « 
| Church-Miniſter , zo be able 10 texch; therefore 
that he ir no Minifter , that hath not that ability: It 
may be anſwered, #hat it is of the ſubftance of a good 
| | and lawful Miniſter of Gnas not.umplyof a Minifter-; 


wherennto it is jent to have the Churches calling : 
As it is of the ſubſtance,rather of a lawful Magiſtrate, 
to be able to judge between hisSubjeRs, than ſimply 
of a Magiſtrate, whom the eleQion of the people, 
_ or of other to whom his choice belongeth, maketh 
a Magiſtrate of the Lord, although he be no lawful 
| nor ſufficient Magiſtrate, As therefore we call 'him 
- K - a Magiſtrate, who for the ignorance of his charge 
may be called an 14s] Magiſtrate; evenſo it ſeemeth 
that he may. be holden for a Miniſter , which hath 
his Churches Calling , although he be not able to 
do the principal charge of the Miviftery. Neither 
doth the place of the Prophet Hoſee ,, which ſaith, Heo/c4.6. 
becauſe they have refuſed knowledge , they (hall be no 
Prieits unto'the Lord , ſtand againſt this: the Pro. 
.  phet rather giving a re to follow in the eleRion or 
: diſpoſition-.of them, ſhewiog how far they may be 


” | - Finally, 'to that which 'is objeQted of communi- 

cating with their impiety, in any taking any thing at - 

their hands: | Anſwer, the ſame might have been 
jaid ro thei peoples charge under the Law; whictris 

gever duncibythe II - Secondly, if 'by com- 

{t | 2 


municating 


muoicating with:him, we ſhould make him Miniſter , 

I grant that a plece.of his guilt would Rick. to our 
fiogers: but when that_is not, I ſee not how, by 
receiving the Sacrament of him, we partake more. 
of his wickedneſs, than the Son is partaker of his 
Fathers murther ,; becauſe he. receiveth- of his Fa-. 
'thers gift ſome partaf” his lands or moveables: And 
-ſo much'the les there than here, as. the Father giveth 
his-own things ,' whereas the -dx1mb Ainiſter doth 
ouely diſpenſe the  gilts of the Lord, Wherefore ir 
may be rather feared; leſt in.refuſing the Sacraments 
offered by him, ' we ,put the Lord away. from us, 
whoſe they be'z' than in taking of the Sacraments 
at his hands , -be partakers of -3mprety , whictis the 
mans ,. and can take no hold of the Sacrameats in 
avy fort, For even'as I, not able to avoid him, 
may communicate.with a. Miniſter that is ati Adul- 
terer , without being partaker of. his Adultery ; fo 
alſo. may:1 communicate with a dumb Miniſter, and 
yet nevertheleſs be free from his impzety, | 


Thus you have: mine Anſwer ,. written not with- 
' out the fear and trembling your ſelves make mention 
of; whereby it will not 'be hard for you-to under- 
ſtand, how both our'deſires of being united toge-_ 
ther may be performed : And although I write in 
. good aſſurance, eſpecially in the former part as 
touching the rightful title of the Churches of Chris} 
to be due to the Aſſemblies of England ; yet remem- 
bring. .(belide the common! frailties of our whole 
race). ſpecial breaches-and. decaies. in my ;ſelf,. I 
willingly hearkento any, much more to.you (whotn 
the Lord hath beſtowed good grages upon) ſhewin 

hetecr things ;. for which canſe if urchercoaſerenc 


» 
ow 


Os cuy -* 
be needful, I muſt throngh buſineſs be forced to 
refer to conference by mouth ſome time after 
diner. 


And thus with moſt humble prayers to the Lord 
our God for his _ Sprrit, where-through we may be 
able to diſcern the things that differ , to our inoffenſive 
walking in the ſight of all mon , even to the day of the 
Lord, 1' bid you farewel, | 


Yours 


Thomas C artwright, 
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JUDGMENT 


CEREMONIES 


_ humane Prudential Determination, . | 


-: #1 
Mr. Baxter 


CONCERNING 


= AND 
CON FORMITY. 


& Hoſe Modes or Circumſtances of Dj/p.4. 

Worſhip which are Neceflary 7 P. 361. 
Genere, but leſt undetermined by 
Be God in Specie, are left by God to 
23 "© humane Prudential Determination :. 
WP AI ( c<lſe an Impoſlibility ſhould be ne- 


| |  ceſfiry. ) But many ſuch there are, | 
that are Neceſſary 7 Genere, but left undetermined. | 
of God in Specie; therefore many ſuch are left to | 


d$:5. Fet 


| 


if Dips. $.5. Yetitisio RG, power of a, man to determine - 
if 2.400, of ſuch Modes and Circumſtances as are neceſſary 


lt 1bid. '1,. It is leftto humane Determination , what Place 


" Y TS We uni? obey in al thing lawful. 


(18) 


to the performance of that, Worſhip which God hath 
ioſtitutcd in his Word: and therefore lawful Gover- | 
nors way in ſuch caſes bind us by their Commands, . 


| the Publick Aſſemblies ſall be held io. 
P.4or. 2. It is left to man to determine of the Time of 
Holy Duties, except only. where God hath detet- 
mined of it already. 


T. ng. 3. ltis lefttorhe Dererminationof bumane Pru- 


dence, what Uten/lt to employ s about the Publick 
Worſhip of God. | | 


| Here therefore we muſt thus conclude, 
P.423. - 1; Thatevery-miſordering of ſuch great affairs, is F 
te ſin of them that doit. «% = 

2: But yet that the Subje@ is not. exempted from | 
_ Obedience by every ſuch' miſtake of the Governor : 
but by ſome, he 1s. 

3. 67. If the miſchooſing of ſuch Circumſtances, 
by Church Governors,be but an Inconvenience,and 
do not deſtroy the Ordinance i ic ſelf, or fruſtrate the 
Ends of it, weare to obey: 1. For he is the Judge 
_ of his own work, and not we: 2. The thiog is not. 
fioful, though inconvenient: 3. Obedience is con- 
mended x to our lawful Governors, — . 


1%} 


- 2 


: And when we do 5bhy in a Caſe of Miſcommand- 
vg, it is nota my evil, that good may come : of it, 
| as 


—_ 
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as ſome do miſconceive : but it is only a ſubmiteing 


tothat which is il}-commanded , bur not evil in him 
that doth ſubmit. It is the Determiner that is the 
cauſe of the Jnconvenience, and not the Obeyer, 
Nor isit incoonvenient-for me to-Obey , though it be 
worſe perhaps to him that -Commandeth: ; While he 
finneth in Commanding, he may make it my Duty to 
Obey. | 


© $,6, Diff. 4 We muſt diſtiyguiſh betweew Cere- ?.39 


monies impoſed by a Lawfil, Magiitraze., .ox Church- 
Governors; and ſuch as are impoſed|by Vſirpers, or 
Men without Authority. 


6, 


9.25,Prop. 12. 1# may be very ſinfid to command ſome p98. 


Ceremonies, which my lawfully , yea, muit in Duty be / 
| #{ed by the Snbjelt whe Hey, 


f # they are commanded; 
$.27.,Prop. £4. Tet certam things that ave commontly 
called Ceremonies, may lawfully be: uſed 36 the! Church 
upon Humane Impoſitions and when it-ir not againſs the 
Law of God, no perſons ſpould- difobey #he Coyrnmunuls of 


their Lawful Governors in ſuch things 


_ . £ 4 F 
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* Of Ser-PForms, and the Book of 


Common-Prayer. 


L 
' L 
=—_ 


- - - Service; is;ordinarily neceſſary; | 
"3. Toithe party'where-it is not of Neeeflity , ir 
_ © may 'nofonely be ſubmitted to, but deſired, 

when the Peace of the” Church requireth 


D . 2 7. The 


- Prop. 1. A Stinted Liturgy isin ie ſelf Lavfuk - Diſp4. 


_ 2, A\Sitinred\ Liturgy wwe main P.33 
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$i 


( 20) 
7, The ſafeſt way of Compoſing fuch a Publick 
Form, is, to take it all, for Matter and Words, 
- outof the Holy ar þ Hob 
_ 8. Yet is not' this of, ſuch Neceſſity, but that we 
-may joyn in it, or uſe it, if the Form of Words 
-. | be not from Scripture. 


Prop. 1. A Stinted Liturgy i in it 
<a (Gif Lawfal, Ct tow a... 
This is thus proved : : - 


Argument 1. That which is not direGly, or conſe- 
quentially forbidden by God,remaineth lawful: A flinted 
Liturgy is notdire@ly, or.conſequentially forbidden by 
Gods therefore it remaineth lawful, - 
.. The Adqjor is undoubted, becauſe nothing but a 
Prohibition can make a thiog unlawful. ' Sin is 42 
tranſgreſſion of a Law : where there is no Law, there 
7s no Trangreſſion: And yet I. have heard very Re- 
yerend men anſwer this, That it is enough that it is 
not commanted, though. not forbidden. Which is plain» 
ly to deny both Scripture and Civil Principles. 

Now for the' Minor , That s ſtinted Liturgy is not 

forbidden, we need no other proof, than that no Pro- 
 hibition can be produced, | + | 
.' Argument 6, Jf it be lawfy! for the People to uſe a 
ftinted Form of Words in Publick Prayer , then is it in 
it ſelf lawful for the Paitors -' but it is lawful for the 
People: for the Paſtors prayer (which they muſt pray 
. over with him, and-not onely hear it ) is a ſtinted 
Form to thew, even as much as if he had learnt it _ 
| | : O 


tt. 


| 
\ 
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(21 ) 
of a Book, They are to follow him in his Method 
and Words, as if it were a Book-Prayer. | 
Argument 7, 1t is lawfil to uſe a Forms in Preaching : 
therefore a ſtinted Liturgy is lawfill. | 
1, Becauſe Preaching isa part of that Liturgy. 
«3 # 2, Becauſe the reaſon is the ſame for Prayer, as 
for that, in the main. | 
Argument 8. That which hath been the praGice of the 
Church in Scripture-times, and down to this day, andis 
yet the praGice of almoſt all the Churches of Chriſt oz 
earth , is not like to be unlawful : but ſuch is the uſe of 
ſome tinted forms of Publick Service «© therefore, &*c. 
That it was ſoin the Jews Church, and approved by 
Chriſt, I have ſhewed. ' That it hath been of ancieot 
uſe-io the Church fince Chriſt, and is at this day in uſe 
in Africk, Aſa, Europe, even among the Reformed: 
Churches in France, Holland, Geneva, &c. 'is fo well 
* F- ® known, that I think I need not ſtand to prove it: 
1 yea, thoſe few that ſeem to diſuſeit , do yet uſeit, in 
Pſalms, and other parts of Worſhip. | 


As for the Common-Prayer it ſelf, I never rejected it p, 421, 
becauſe it was a Form,nor thought it ſimply unlawful 
| becauſe it was ſucha Form but have made uſe of it, 
| and would do again in the like caſe, | 


P. 409, 
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= Of Ceremomes.. 


The Ceremonies coutroverted among us., were 
eſpecially, The Swrphice, the Geſture of Kneeling in re- 
ceiving the Lords Supper, #be Ring im Marriage, Laying 
the hand en the Book, in'itaking an Oath, the Organs and 
Chnrch- Muſick, Holy-dayts, Altars, Rails, and the Croſs 
in Baptiſm, FL: 

Bs of #he Surplice, 


Some decent Habit is neceflary ; either the Magi- 
rate orthe Miniſter himſelf, or the Aſſociated Pas-. 
ſtors muſt determine what. I think neither Magi- 
ſtrate nor SyBod:ſhoald do aby more: than hinder 
Ladecency : But yet if-they do more, and tye all 
to Owe Hebi# (ahd ſuppoſe it were an undecent Habit) 
yet thisis but an ieuprudent uſe of Power, It is a thing: 
within the Magiſtrates reach ; he doth not an aliene 


work, dut his own work amiſs: wad therefore the 


_ thing i» /6{f being lavful; # would 'vbeybim, and uſe 


that garment, if 1 could not be:difpenied with, Yea, 
though Secondari;ythe #hiteneſs be to {ignifie Purity, 


_ and ſo it be made a teaching fign, yet would I obey. 


Of Kneeling at the Sacrament, 


But yet, as fioful asthis Geſture was impoſed,for 


wy part I did obey the Impoſers, and would do, if it 


were to do again,rather than diſturb the Peace ofthe 
Church, or be deprived of its Communion, For God 
| haviog 
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Fr having made ſom? Geſture neceſſary, and confined 'me- 
HB to none, but left it to Humane Determination, I ſhall 

Ni ſubmit to Magiſtrates in their proper work, even 
when they miſs it in the manner. | am-not ſure that 
Chriſt intended the example of himſelf and his A- 
poltles, as obligatory to us that ſhall fucceed. Iam 
fure it proves ſitting lawful; but I am not ſure that 
it ptoves1t zeceſ/ary - (though very convenient.) But 
F am ſare;he hath commanded me Obedience and Peace. 


of the Ring in 1farriage, 


And for the Rzzg in. Marriage, I ſee no reaſon to P:411. 
ſcruple the lawfulneſsof it : For though the Papiſts 
makea Sacrament of Marriage,yet we have no reaſon. 
to take it for any Ordinance of Divine Worſhip; any 
more than the ſolemniziog of a Contra between a 
Prince and People. All things are ſanRtified and pure 
tothe pure. ? * SA 


of Organs. and Church Muſick. 


And for Orgens, or other I»ftruments of Muſick,in p 2. 
Gods Worſhip, they being a Help partly Natzral, and 
partly Artificial, to the exhilerating of the ſpirits, for 
the praiſe of God, I know no argument to prove 
them ſimply unlawful, but what 'would prove a Cup 
of Wine unlawful, or the t##ne and weeter, and melody 


'of fioging unlawful. 


of 


P.412,413+ 
* In point of 
Lawfulneſs, 
For Conve- 
MEncy 15 AC- 
coraing to ſes 
veral accls 
aents, 


P.416. 


P.417. 
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(24) 
of Holy-Dayer. | > oh 


Nor for my part do I make any fcruple * to keep + 
Day in Remembrance of any Eminent Servant of 
Chriſt,or Martyr, to praiſe God for their DoEtrine or 
Example, and honour their Memorial]. 

Bur the hardeft part of the Queſtion is, Whether #t 
be lawful to keep Dayes , in celebrating the Memorial of 
Chriſt Nativity, Circumciſion, Faſting ; Transfiguration, 
Aſcenkon, and ſuch like 2 

And yet for all this I am reſolved, if I live where 
ſuch Holy-days as theſe are obſerved , to cenſure'no 
man for obſerviog themz nor would I deny them Li- 
berty tofollow their judgments, if 1 had the power 
of their Liberties; provided they uſe not reproach 
and violence to others; and ſeek not to deprive them 
of their Liberties. | 01 

Yea more, I would not onely give men their Li- 
berty 1D this, but if I lived under a Government that 
peremptorily commanded it , I would obſerve the 
outward reſt of ſuch a Holy-day,and I would preach 
on it, and joyn with the Aſſemblies in Gods Worſhip 
on it, Yea, I would thus obſerve the Day, rather than 
offend a weak Brother, or hinder avy mans falvation, 
much more rather than I would make any diviſion in 
the Church, 


of Altars, and Rails. 


 -And for the next Ceremony, the Name and form of 
an Altar ; no doubt it is a thing indifferent, whether 
the Table ſtand this way, or that way: and the Pri- 
mitive Churches uſed commonly the names of Sacri- 


ficey 
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' land (the form and name of an Altar, and the Rails 


C29 }-. 


fie, and _— ard Prieſt, and I think, lawfully : for 


my part I ſhall not be he that ſhall condemn them. 

, 1 concelyg that the diſlike of theſe things in Eng- , 417. 
about it) was not as if they were ſimply evil. 
Whether we ſhall receive the Lords Supper at a P.401,402. 

Table, or in our Seats; and whether the Table ſhall 
be of wood or ſtone ? whether it ſhall be round, or 
Jong, or ſquare? whether it ſhall ſtand in the Eaſt or 
Weſt.end of the Temple, or in the middle ? whether 
it ſhall have Rails, or no Rails> All theſe are left to 
Humane Prudence. 


Of the Croſs in Baptiſm. 
H 
But of all our Ceremonies , there is none that I P.417, ! 
have more ſuſpe&ted to be ſimply unlawful , than the 


Croſs in Baptiſm. 


Yet I dare not peremptorily ſay, that it is unlawful : P.,18. 
nor will :I condemn either Ancients or Moderns that 
uſe it : nor will 1 awake any diſturbance inthe Church 
about it, more than my own forbearance will make. 

I preſume not to cenſure them that judge it lawful; 
but onely give the Reaſons that make me doubt, and - 
rather thiok it to be unlawful, though ſtill with a ſul 
picion of my own underſtanding. 


FINES. 


